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I also believe the Conference took an 
important step in strengthening our immi-
gration laws by, among other items, increas-
ing the number of border patrol agents and 
detention beds. There were other measures 
proposed that were not incorporated into 
the bill. My positions on these provisions 
were detailed in a letter from the Office 
of Management and Budget to Conferees 
on October 17, 2004. However, these omis-
sions from the final bill should not prevent 
the Congress from passing this historic leg-
islation now. I look forward to working with 
the Congress early in the next session to 
address these other issues, including im-
proving our asylum laws and standards for 
issuing driver’s licenses. 

I appreciate all the work done to date 
by this Congress and the September 11th 

Commission. These are some of the most 
challenging, complicated, and important 
issues facing our government. The Leaders 
and Conferees deserve great credit for 
working together to protect the safety of 
the American people. 

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: The letter made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included an 
attachment listing guidelines to ensure the 
effective implementation within the execu-
tive branch of the authorities granted to the 
Director of National Intelligence. An original 
was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this letter. The letter referred to S. 
2845.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Providing Notification of the Proposed 
Reimbursement of the District of Columbia for Costs of Public Safety 
Expenses
December 6, 2004 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
In accordance with title I of the District 

of Columbia Appropriations Act, 2005, 
Public Law 108–335, I am notifying the 
Congress of the proposed use of 
$10,288,548 provided in title I under the 
heading ‘‘Federal Payment for Emergency 
Planning and Security Costs in the District 
of Columbia.’’ This will reimburse the Dis-
trict for the costs of public safety expenses 
related to security events and responses to 
terrorist threats. 

The details of this action are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released 
by the Office of the Press Secretary on De-
cember 7. 

Remarks at Camp Pendleton, California 
December 7, 2004 

Thank you all. Thank you for the warm 
welcome. It was getting a little quiet back 

at the White House—[laughter]—so I de-
cided to drop in on the Devil Dogs. Thank 
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